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Key Vocabulary 

a s t r o n a u t  
d i s c o ve r 
e x p l o re r  
n a v i g a t e  

Ne w Wo r l d 

Sp a c e Pr o g r a m  

Sp a c e Ra c e 

Un i ve r s i t y  

v o y a g e 

Explorers Year 1 History 

Key Information 

• Christopher Columbus was an explorer and a mapmaker (1451 - 1506). He wanted to  
travel to Asia but ended up discovering America by mistake. 

• Percy Fawcett was a British explorer in the Amazon rainforest. He believed there 
was a lost city in the forest, which he called Z. He was determined to find the city 
and become famous. In 1925 he went into the rainforest and was never seen again. 

• Neil Armstrong was an American astronaut - someone who travels in space. He was 
the first person to walk on the moon. When Armstrong stepped onto the Moon he 
said “That’s one small step for a man, one giant leap for mankind”. 

 

1492 

Christopher Columbus had a 
dream to travel to China. The 
King and Queen of Spain gave 
him money to buy ships. 

1451 

Christopher  
Columbus was 
born in 1451 in 
Italy.  

1502—1506 

Christopher Columbus ended up in 
Central America. His ships had 
holes in them so he had to wait a 
whole year to sail home. 

1969 
Neil Armstrong 
became the 
first man to 
walk on the 
Moon.  

1962 
Neil Armstrong 
became a NASA 
Astronaut Corps in 
September 1962. 

1925 

Percy Fawcett went into 
the rainforest and was 
never seen again.  


