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Geography Year 4 Rivers 

Th e Wa t e r Cy c l e Key Information 

• Th e l o n g e s t r i ve r i n En g l a n d i s 
c a l l e d t h e Ri ve r Th a m e s. 
• Th e l o n g e s t r i ve r i n Sc o t l a n d i s 
c a l l e d t h e Ri ve r Ta y. 
• Th e l o n g e s t r i ve r i n Wa l e s i s 
c a l l e d t h e Ri ve r To w y. 
• Th e l o n g e s t r i ve r i n No r t h e r n  
Ire l a n d i s c a l l e d t h e Ri ve r Fo y l e. 
• Ab o u t 70% o f t h e e a r t h’s s u r f a c e 
i s w a t e r. 
• Th e m a i n r i ve r r u n n i n g t h r o u g h 
He r t f o r d s h i re i s t h e Ri ve r Ga d e. 

Key Vocabulary  
c a n a l A m a n-m a d e w a t e r w a y 
c h a n n e l Th e c o u r s e o f a s t re a m, r i v-

e r, c a n a l, o r o t h e r  
w a t e r w a y 

c o n d e n s a t i o n Wh e n a g a s c h a n g e s t o a 
l i qu i d 

c u r re n t A f l o w o f w a t e r i n o n e  
d i re c t i o n 

d o w n s t re a m Ne a re r t h e m o u t h o f a r i ve r 

e v a p o r a t i o n Wh e n a l i qu i d c h a n g e s t o 
a g a s 

p re c i p i t a t i o n Ra i n, s n o w o r h a i l f o r m e d 
b y c o n d e n s a t i o n 

r i ve r b a n k Th e g r o u n d b e s i d e a r i ve r’s 
e d g e 

r i ve r b e d Th e w a t e r-c o ve re d g r o u n d 
b e n e a t h a r i ve r 

r u n o f f Wa t e r n o t a b s o r b e d b y s o i l 

s t re a m A n a r r o w a n d s h a l l o w  
r i ve r 

v a p o u r Mo i s t u re v i s i b l e i n t h e a i r 
a s m i s t, c l o u d s, f u m e s,  
o r s m o k e 

w a t e r w a y A r i ve r o r c a n a l 

Fe a t u re s o f a Ri ve r 

Wa t e r f a l l 

Tr i b u t a r y 
Ma r s h 

Ox b o w 
La k e 

Me a n d e r 

Fl o o d 
Pl a i n 

De l t a Es t u a r y 

Ri ve r Mo u t h 

Up p e r Co u r s e Mi d d l e Co u r s e Lo we r Co u r s e 


